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Firsts

now) and the Golden State Warriors
rounding out the superfan trifecta. If you
want to go to four, Oakland is host to the
Oakland OQutlaws, an all-girl flat-track roller
derby team, whose members are, franikly,
scary as hell.

We're the first to elect an Asian-American
female mayor. A lifetime Oaklander, Jean
Quan has spent decades in service to the
school district (she was first elected to the
school board in 1990) and cily government
as a city council member since 2002 and was
elected mayor last November.

Wait, what were we just talking about?
Since 2005, when Qakland passed Measure
Z, which made marijuana-related offenses
the lowest law enforcement priority, Oakland
has racked up a number of pot-related
firsts. In 2009 we were the first to tax and
regulate medical cannabis; our city council
had the first vote in the state to back 2010’s
Prop 19, which would have legalized many
pot-related activities; and Oakland was the
first to approve large-scale marijuana farms
— though the U.S. Department of Justice has
been sending strongly worded letters to the
city council reminding it that cultivation is
still illegal in the United States, a country
Oakland is still technically a part of. They
were like, Dude, and we were all, Dude!

If we expand our circle from strictly
first-place finishes to those placing within
the top 10, Oakland’s fierce deathgrip on
awesomeness becomes even clearer. Of the 70
largest cities in the country, Oakland now has
the fifth-largest percentage bicycling to work,
a factor in both overall sustainability and
quadricep size. Getting people out of the car
and onto a bike is one thing, but the city has
consistently scored high on environmental
rankings, including a fourth-place finish
in both the Natural Resources Defense
Council’s 2009 Smarter Cities ranking and
the Mother Nature Network’s 2009 Green
Cities rankings. The city has also had a
consistent showing as a Top 10 Green City in
both SustainLane’s and The Green Guide’s
annual rankings, all of which measure all-
around greenness.

You may have suspected the Port of
Oakland’s key position as a shipping hub
from all the AT-ATs George Lucas has been
storing along the waterfront since their
debut in The Empire Strikes Back, but Rebel
forces have been busy making the port the
fourth-biggest in the country, handling an
untold amount of cargo (okay, 2.3 million
containers) every year.

All of this near-perfection does have
its price, though. As you drive around
admiring all that Oakland has to offer,
be sure to carpool. We've got the third-
highest gas prices in the country. So stop.
Hammer time!
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